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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission From: South Lanarkshire Council 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The sustainable development principles, and those proposed by the UK CCC, do provide a 
guiding framework for a green recovery, however they are very broad.  Further guidance on 
what these principles mean in practice would be welcome – in particular, for those 
recommended by the UK’s CCC - to ensure an effective delivery of a green recovery.  The 
guiding principles do not emphasise the scale and pace needed in the current climate 
emergency.   

Application of the principles and achieving the desired outcomes, of a green recovery, will 
require strong collaborative and whole systems approach that involves communities, 
business, government and stakeholders across all sectors of the economy.  A place-based 
approach, that will integrate environmental, economic and social sustainability, will also be 
necessary to address local needs and enable the at-scale investment needed for delivering 
an effective green recovery.  

A place-based whole system approach to delivering a green recovery will require strong 
leadership, appropriate governance frameworks at local and regional levels, and strong 
relations with stakeholders to bring together key influencers needed to drive change.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The UK’s CCC focus on an investment-led recovery and the finance and investment is a 
major barrier, particularly given the budgetary pressures facing local authorities.  The main 
barrier is lack of capital funding for investment, however listed below are some others within 
the sector: - 

• National stimulus package needs to have a strong green focus 

• Understanding the scale of the challenge - in terms of skills, retraining, infrastructure 
investment - and what level of job-creation green investments can bring,  

• A lack of green ‘investment-ready’ projects and the capacity and resources to package 
them.  Also, a lack of green ‘investment-ready’ projects that are at-scale to attract the 
required investment 

• Short-term planning, and budgeting constraints that that face local authorities, lack of 
capital funding needed, and lack of expertise in innovative financing. 

• Practical delivery issues associated with social distancing 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

• Mechanisms and governance framework to allow better collaboration across different 
sectors.  

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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• The development of a pipeline of green ‘shovel-ready’ projects.  This could include 
immediate and more long-term/transformational projects that are at scale. 

• A range of supports (feasibility studies, expertise, technical) to help the public sector 
to prepare business cases for projects 

• Mainstreaming green recovery thinking across local government decision making e.g. 
planning, budgeting and procurement 

• A more integrated and aligned approach to developing recovery packages at all levels 
of government.   

• Aligning national policy to aid a green recovery, for example, the National Planning 
Framework 4 

• Support for sharing knowledge and experience through forums like the Sustainable 
Scotland Network 

• Decision makers to connect and properly consult with communities, businesses and 
individuals in ways that previously have not been done 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

• Continued investment in climate change mitigation and adaptation across the sectors 

• Incentives for businesses to transition to net-zero and build resilience against the 
impacts of the climate 

• Support for the establishing new and innovative green businesses 

• Support for training and re-skilling packages for the workforce in the transition to a net-
zero economy 

• Funding for national communication and campaigns to encourage changes in 
behaviour that would support the implementation of green and sustainable recovery 
measures 

• More funding for maintaining, improving, and enhancing the natural environment 
(natural assets) and green/blue infrastructure.  The health and wellbeing benefits of a 
quality natural environment has never been realised more during lockdown; in addition 
the natural environment and green infrastructure has job-creation potential, helps to 
tackle climate change mitigation and adaptation, and can attract increased visitor 
spending 

• Directing budget to where the coincidence of emissions reductions, the development 
of natural capital and job creation are the strongest 

General response 

The national economic recovery package can provide an opportunity to deliver on net-zero 
targets and build climate resilience, and to align with the sustainable development goals.   


